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On June 24, the Mexican government released Puerto Rican nationalist William Morales from
prison and deported him to Cuba. Morales was released after serving five years of an eight-year
sentence for his role in a shootout with Mexican police in 1983. The US Embassy informed the
Mexican government that Washington was "outraged and surprised." The US had requested
Morales' extradition to serve out a prison sentence on weapons and explosives charges. In the third
week of June, Mexican Foreign Minister Bernardo Sepulveda formally rejected a long-pending
US extradition request on grounds that Morales was a "political fighter for the independence of
Puerto Rico" who had been "politically persecuted." Consequently, Morales' case was not covered
by the US-Mexico extradition treaty. Morales was arrested in New York in 1978 after a bomb he was
making detonated, destoying most of both hands and disfiguring his face. He was named as a leader
of a Puerto Rican independence group called the Armed Forces of National Liberation, which had
claimed responsibility for 110 bombings across the US up to that time. Morales was sentenced to
99 years on state and federal explosives and weapons charges. In 1979, Morales escaped from New
York's Bellevue Hospital, where he was being fitted for artificial hands. His escape was engineered
by cutting through a wire-mesh window and shimmying down a rope of elastic bandages. According
to US Ambassador to Mexico Charles J. Pilliod Jr., two New York policemen were killed while trying
to apprehend Morales. On May 28, 1983, Morales was arrested in the Mexican state of Puebla after
a shootout in which a companion and a Mexican policeman were killed. According to a confession
obtained by Mexican police, Morales had been planning to bomb a conference of US and Mexican
congressmen in the city of Puebla. On June 27, State Department spokesperson Charles Redman
said, "The United States is deeply disturbed that the Mexican Government released an individual
with such a record of criminal behavior." He added that the release and deportation of Morales to
Cuba was "outrageous." The spokesperson stated that the Department intended to lodge a formal
protest with the Mexican government on June 28. (Basic data from Washington Post, 06/27/88,
06/28/88)
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